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What is the NCAA policy on sports wagering?
The NCAA opposes all forms of legal and illegal sports wagering on college sports. NCAA Bylaw 10.3 prohibits student-athletes, athletics department, conference office, and NCAA national office employees from wagering on intercollegiate, amateur, and professional sports in which the Association conducts championships. This includes the Football Bowl Subdivision and emerging sports for women.

How does the NCAA define sports wagering?
The NCAA defines sports wagering as putting something at risk – such as an entry fee or a wager – in return for the opportunity to win something.  This includes dorm pools, office pools, internet sports wagers, betting through “800 numbers,” and even friendly bets on the golf course.  If an NCAA sponsored sport is involved, something is at risk, and you stand to win something- DON’T BET ON IT!
If I don’t gamble, can I still violate Bylaw 10.3?

Yes.  People looking for inside information on bets usually don’t ask student-athletes to fix a game.  Instead, they focus on a teammate, a family member, a trainer or another “insider” to provide them information unavailable to the general betting public.  Don’t let people illegally make money off Mercer athletics, or cause you to violate Bylaw 10.3.  Do not share information regarding scouting reports, new plays, injuries, discipline issues, or team morale to anyone, even if they’re asking to be nice. 

Facts

· The FBI estimates more than $2.5 billion is wagered illegally on March Madness.
· Organized crime targets any sporting event listed on Vegas sportsbooks- which is virtually every college sporting event in Division I. 
· According to the NCAA’s 2003 gambling survey, about 35 percent of male student-athletes and 10 percent of female student-athletes reported wagering on sporting events.
· The NCAA works with Vegas sports books, professional sports leagues and the FBI to combat sports wagering.  

· 8 of 388 men’s basketball student-athletes surveyed admitted they had been asked to affect the outcome of a game because of gambling debts.  4 of these student-athletes anonymously admitted to changing the outcome of the game, a federal crime.  

· Vegas sportsbooks report that the majority of “game fixing” goes on at mid-major schools, where individuals involved in organized crime believe no one will notice. 

